

A child will not attempt to communicate unless he has a need to do so and will not continue to try to communicate unless his attempts meet with some success. Our challenge is to set up situations for our child to communicate and allow for his success. This is easier than you may think; all it takes is a bit of acting naive and then modeling language. Here is how it works.
· Do not anticipate your child’s every need, if you do everything for him before he even has a need there is no need for him to communicate with you.
· Expect your child to communicate his needs and wants to you, if you don’t’ expect him to communicate he won’t.
· Sabotage familiar routines and wait for a response (i.e., give him his cup with no juice in it and wait expectantly.)
· Communication Temptations are an excellent tool that set up the situation to entice the child to communicate. These may seem on the surface a bit mean spirited, but they’re not, they just set up the situation in a way that tempts the child to communicate. 
Some examples are listed below, after each wait 5-10 seconds.
1) Eat a desired food in front of the child. 
2) Activate a wind-up toy, let it de-activate several times and then wait.
3) Look at three favorite books containing large, familiar pictures with the child and then wait expectantly. 
4) Open a jar of bubbles, blow bubbles, then close the jar tightly and wait.
5) Initiate a familiar or unfamiliar social game with the child (i.e., peek-a-boo) until he expresses pleasure and then stop the game and wait. 
6) Blow up a balloon and slowly deflate it. 
7) Hold a food item or toy that the child dislikes out near the child as if to offer it.
8) Place the child’s hands in a cold, wet or sticky substance such as pudding, jello or paste. 
9) Place a desired food item or toy in a clear container that the child cannot open while the child is watching, put the container in front of the child and wait.
10) In the middle of a familiar activity (i.e. feeding) become preoccupied with another activity and “forget” to resume the original activity. 
11) Once a “turn-taking” activity is well established, “forget” to take your turn. 
12) Engage the child in an activity of interest that necessitates the use of an object for completion (i.e. crayons for drawing, spoon for eating, or a wand for blowing bubbles) but don’t give him the object have the object within your child’s sight and wait OR have a third person come over and take the object, go sit on the distant side of the room, while holding the object with in the child’s sight and wait.
All of these strategies will set the situation up to help encourage or tempt your child to communicate. The child has a reason to communicate; now we must ensure that the child’s attempts are successful.
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